Nineteenth-Century Editors

The editions of the nineteenth century are too
numerous for detailed mention here. Passing by the
"family" Shakespeare of T. Bowdler, 1807 and 1820,
and the editions of Harness, 1825, and Singer, 1826, we
note the editions of 1838-1842, and 1842-1844 in which
Charles Knight resorted to the text of the First Folio
as an exclusive authority. J. P. Collier in his edition
of 1844 leaned, on the other hand, to the side of the
Quartos, but later became a clever if somewhat rash
emendator, who spoiled his reputation by seeking to
obtain authority for his guesses by forging them in a
seventeenth-century hand in a copy of the second
Folio. The colossal volumes of J. O. Halliwell-Phil-
lipps's edition, 1853-1865, contain stores of anti-
quarian illustration ; and in the edition of Delius, 1854-
1861, we have the chief contribution of Germany to
the text of Shakespeare, Delius, like Knight, though
not to the same extreme, exaggerated the authority of
the First Folio ; but for the plays for which that is the
sole source, his text has earned high respect. Alex-
ander Dyce, wisest of Elizabethan scholars, produced
in 1857 a characteristically sane text, on the whole the
best to this date ; while in America in 1857-1860 and
1859-1865 the brilliant but erratic Richard Grant
White produced editions which show a commendable
if puzzling openness to conviction in successive changes
of opinion.

From 1863 to 1866 appeared the first issue of the
Cambridge Shakespeare, edited originally by W. G*